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while the condition of Afghanistan was much isso.
disturbed, partisans of Yakub were gathered, and
it was thought necessary for the pacification of
the country that Sir Donald Stewart should march
from Kandahar to Kabul. Sir Donald achieved sir Donald
this enterprise by a brilliant feat of arms, notmSSfto
sufficiently appreciated at the time, between the
1st of April and the 2nd of May. He had six
thousand men in three divisions, which united at
Khelat-i-Ghilzai. At Ahmed Khel? about twenty Battle of
miles south of Ghazni, the centre and rallying-
point of Yakub's supporters, he fought on the
19th of April a successful action against a large
force of the enemy, who occupied a low ridge of
hills, outflanking on their right the left of the
British line. A thousand Afghan horsemen charged
with desperate energy the lancers below them, and
it was only by placing every man of the reserve in
the firing line that they could be kept at bay until
they were forced back by some well-directed
shells. But while the Afghans sacrificed about
three thousand men, our own losses were trifling,
and this was one of the decisive battles in the
history of British India. For although Sir Donald
Stewart, a man equally valuable in council and in
war, had to disperse the remnants of the vanquished
force a few days later, his subsequent advance to
Kabul was not molested, and it became possible
to retire from Afghanistan without any risk to the
reputation of the paramount Power. Lord Lytton,
who had committed a grievous blunder in trusting
Yakub Khan, refused to make direct terms with
Abdur Rahman. That potentate, who had one
of the clearest heads and strongest wills in
India, was simply told that Kandahar, with Sibi
and Pishin, would be retained by the British
Government, while he might do as he pleased with
Kabul and Herat But power had already passed